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TO THE 


DULVERTON RURAL DISTRICT 


Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


COUNCIL 


I bubmit herewith the Annual Report for the Dulverton Rural District for 


the year ending 3lst December 1972. 


The headings and the information contained therein are as directed by 
Circular 1/73 issued by the Department of Health & Social Security. 


As the Council are aware, my predecessor, Dr. G. Nicholson held this 
office until his death in January 1973 and my duties with the Council commenced 


only on the lst February 1973. 


STATISTICS & SOCTAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA 


Area: 78,159 
Estimated Mid Year Population 3,680 

Number of inhabited 

houses as per rate books DEA Oo) 
Sum represented by a 1P rate: £2,957 


Social Conditions:;- 


A large number of the inhabitants 

are engaged on agricultural pursuits 

and appear to be exceptionally healthy 
in consequence. The district is included 
in a very popular tourist area which 
apart from attracting meaxiy people Chou L 
the area also provides considerable 
employment in one form or another. 


VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1972. 


LIVE BIRTHS Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


STILIBIRTHS Total 
Legitimate 
Lillegitimate 


TOTAL LIVE AND 
STILLBTRTES Total 
Legitimate 


Illegitimate 


DEATHS OF INFANTS 
under 1 yeer of age Total 


Legitimate 


Illegitimate 
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Males Females Total 
19 19 38 
19 19 38 
19 19 38 
9 19 36 
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Males Females 


DEATHS OF INFANTS (Contimed) 


under 4 weeks of age Total - - 
Legitimate - - 
Illegitimate - - 
under 1 week of age Total - - 
Legitimate = - 
Illegitimate - - 
DEATHS - ALL AGES 25 29 
LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 
AREA 
LIVE BIRTHS RATES ETC 
Livebirths per 1,000 home population LON 3 
Area comparability factor Be 80) 
Local adjusted rate Ie 7h 


Ratio of local adjusted rate to 
national rate 90 


fllegitimate live births as 
percentage of all live births - 


somes 


es 


OLILLBIRTH RATE 


Stillbirths per 1,000 total live 
and still births ~ 
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IUPANT MORTALITY RATES 
Deaths under 1 year per 1,000 live 
births 3 


Deaths of legitimate infants under 
1 year per 1,000 legitimate live 
births = 


Deaths of illegitimate infants under 
1 yeer per 1,000 illegitimate live births - 


Neonatal mortality rate 


Deaths under 4 weeks per 1,000 live 
births 


Early neonatal mortality rate 


Deaths under 1 week per 1,000 total 
live births - 


Stillbirths and deaths under 1 week 
combined, per 1,000 total live and 
still births - 
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Total 


17 


10 


22 
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LOCAL ENGLAND 


AUTHORITY ‘AND 

AREA WALES 
DEATHS RATES ETC. - ALL AGES ; ca 
Deaths per 1,000 home population 14.7 12.1 
Area comparability factor 19 1,00 
Local adjusted rate NG UWDoat 
Ratio of local adjusted rate 


to national rate 096 1.00 


PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES 
No particular disease was unduly prevalent during the year. 


With a rather elderly population, it is not surprising to find that a large 
proportion of the deaths are due to cardiovascular disease. 


NOTIFTABLE DISEASES 
Measles eee seo 1) OD ece eee ece e@ec0e eos eee eee ay, 
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DEATHS FROM CANCER 


During the year there were a total of 10 deaths due to cancer, as follows;- 
Oesophagus 1. Stomach 1. Intestine 2, Bronchus 2, Prostate 1. Larynx 1, Others 2 
Total = 10 


It is satisfactory to note deaths from cancer again show a slight decrease and 
the total of 10 during the year compares with 11 for the previous year. For the 
second year in succession there were no deaths due to cancer of the breast. 


The following table gives details of the mortality from Cancer which has taken 
place in the Dulverton Rural District during the past 19 years;- 


Gastric Cancer 29 Cancer of Bowel 12 
Testis 1 Ovary 3 
Bladder 6 Oseophagus 13 
Breast 31 Pancreas 9 
Uterus 6 Prostate 5 
Rectum 5 Larynx 2 
Bronckhus 25 Valvae al 
Brain af Orbit 1 
Rodent Ulcer 

of Scalp af Cervix i 
Leukaemia 6 Others 41 

Total = 199. 


GENERAL PROVISION OF H&ALTH SERVICiS IN THE AREA 
1). Home Nursing and Midwives 


These services are provided by the Health Department of the County Council. 
Four District Nurses reside within the area and where required there is liaison 
With the Local Authority. 


rae Home Helps 


The Home Help service is operated and controlled by the Welfare Department 
of the Somerset County Council. A number of cases of elderly persons living alone 
are referred to the Home Help Organiser and in most cases assistancehas been pro- 
vided which hes resulted in a general improvement in home conditions. 
“= 5 = continued 
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There is a very close liaison between the Council's Public Health Depart- 
ment and the Social Services Department of the County Council in connection with 
this matter. 


B) Infectious Diseases 


Where required cases of infectious diseases are removed to isolation 
hospitals outside the area and the necessary enquiries and investigations are 
carried out by the Public Health Inspector. Several enquiries were made by the 
Public Health Inspector following notification that persons returning to this 
area either from holidays abroad or from terms of service overseas were suspected 
contacts of smallpox outbreaks and appropriate action was taken. 


4). Laboratories 


Arrangements for the carrying out of a Pathological and Bacteriological 
Examinations, Analysis of Foodstuffs etc. are made with the Somerset County 
Laboratory at County Hall, Taunton and with the Public Health Laboratory Service 
at Musgrove Park Hospital, Taunton. 


5). Ambulance Facilities 
These facilities are provided by the Somerset County Council. 


6). Hospitals 


There are no hospitals of any description within the area. Hospital 
accommodation for cases of infectious diseases remains unchanged. 


7) Maternity and Nursing Homes. 


There are no maternity or nursing homes within the area of this Authority. 
Where necessary maternity cases are removed to Minehead, Tiverton or Taunton 
Hospitals. Cases of Maternal Mortality and pueporal Pyrexia are investigated 
by the County Authority. Ante-Natal and Child Welfare Clinics are held at 
Trumpington House, High Street, Dulverton each month. 


8). Institutional Provisions for the Care of the Mental Defective. 


There are no such institutions within the area of this Authority. 
9). Diptheria Immnisation and Vaccination. 


Diptheria Immunisations, poliomyebitis and smallpox vaccinations are 


carried out by general practitioners. 


LIC HEALTH ENVIRONMENT OF THE AREA 


(i) Water Supply 


The West Somerset Water Board are the Statutory Undertakers for most 
public supplies in the area of the Dulverton Rural District, the only exception 
being a small area at Oldways End in the parishes of Dulverton and Brushford 
which is supplied by the North Devon Water Board. A large number of outlying 
farms and houses are dependent on private water supplies. 


Further information on Public Supplies and of samples taken are contained 
in the Public Health Inspector's section of this report. 


During the year the West Somerset Water Board extended the water mains at 
Bridgetown to provide a mains supply to the Village of Exton and by the end of 
the year the majority of houses at Exton had connected on to this new supply. 


With so many small privete supplies, it has not been possible with limited 
staff available to undertake the degree of routine sampling which is desirable. 
With a greater movement of population in this popular tourist area more routine 
sampling of the private supplies must be undertaken in the future. 
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(ii) Drainage and Sewerage 


This subject is dealt with fulady in the Public Health Inspector's section 
of this report. 


(iii)Rivers and Stream Pollution_ 


The pollution of rivers and streams is dealt with mainly by the Devon 
River Authority, although a small part of the ares around Huish Champflower and 
Withiel Florey is covered by the Somerset River Authority. I am not aware of 
any serious cases of pollution within the area. 


(iv) Schools 


All schools within the srea are regularly visited by Assistant County 
Nedical Officers of Health, and by Public Health Inspector's employed by both 
the Somerset County Council and this Council. The general standards of hygiene 
and sanitation appear to be satisfactory. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


No new cases of Tuberculosis were notified during 1972. 


My thanks are due to Mr Organ and his staff for their assistance in compiling 
this report. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
HUGH imnucRISON. 
Medical Officer of Health. 


Council Offices, 
Exmoor House, 
DULVERTON 
Somerset. 


Jul afi 5 


vat ott va vedas 3 
bas sonoltqasd® degull Ssworce 
to oxsne von me T poisson 


vite ; | tobias ane gate per ns 
dtod vd bayolane Ach is hy Abin on tderl i hoe tine "to 
to aba buat a ‘fedonag act : ici veel wa a veer hea 


q is 
3 ; 
STOL aetswh bertiton sxow aad fuonodill to 
5 i a 
Me ae 44 ni ® De at 


miLignod uk sonsteleas iiss qox Viera eld bes nopt® mi of ont, 


«od rot aatactess ole co t 


Pi nevEpe fasibeds. SAO. :) cau i 
Me adel Pan Bs HOUn AU ee Re no 
sstinett to eaoETIO L featbon os 


DEATHS FROM CANCER IN THE AREA OF THE 


ee ee ee 


DULVERTON RDC. 0, 1964 = 1972 APPENDIX 1 


PARISH ROLUTAMTON Se ee tS a re ae fee ee ee = 
eager 
a EAE ee Se aig oe Wee |S pee ete et eee a ee eo eee ee ey ie te ae ee Pie Mle pena a ete yet ee TOMAS 
; 1OzEy : : : 3 7 ‘ 2 : 4 : ests : pews : Ga: iS: : : : : : : ‘ : : 3 : 3 ; : 3 a 
BSS Bag B= 8 =a mee a: a cee eat eO! Soa: poets Ea RISB ey hee Sele Be eo a ltees eh ee lele ay eae © 
2G A fel cu: > Ea: po: <G: @: par Se : Zi: : : : el eee S. » oO: @: SRS es geal a: 0s Sa; Ral : U2): peter 
Bag BS Qo: 5 a et =e a 41S B&B BS BEES e 6: 5 aif Veiga i a DEeTus 
ee el the ea a aS ee oe fee ea: tpn un: 2a oS (Oi Fe AIibit: wa: Hi vig: Bim: —-—— 
na Seam aaa a 4 Bee ee a! eee pees ee SH a BeBe sag & 
‘2mm Rinia sod ae Do / 2:6: 6: AP AA a Bia oO O ois a a: Biri a: Cio: 
eee ee ee ee 8 ee Se 
BRUSHFORD & ee a ee ee ee ee oe 3 
EAST ANSTEY A58 oe ee ee ee a eS ea ee ee L Hace. 9 
ee ee (ean eis ee eee She See Se a a ae 
BROMETON REGIS 402 oe Sea et a ee oe 
eee SSS Se a nt Eee eae ae Pane ; SS sais Seger hoes ap een ee a sm 


WITHYPOOL & ee Se ee a oe ee ee 
Sean ces ee Le eee 


EAST ANSTEY 210 weet eee eo bee ae oe a: en ee x 
Sag Ee Ce ee eee ae ee Sn es ee Seo Ne See ee Sap a 
DUEVERTON 16 Pita i. ae zee ioe ks ee ES ee ee ee eee 


ee a es ne aS oe a oO a peels cone :2 ee 
HUISE CHAMPRIOWER_ = =e Siig eee a n me ie a EE L os ae eee G 
SKUUGATS oo ee ee ee : 3 


TO 110 ba I a ee ee 
ee ae ee a oe a eee i ee ee ee ee ee RS a 


a eg ee nn a a i 


pg ee Pie) 5 715 |b) et ae 


a ne ee Oe -- ~iaheneennd = Pee * 


TOTAL OF DELTHS 


a ani anal 


= Nene kt mL Ne a Le 


Fh 


t 
. . 
7 . 
- = 
* ‘ 


nena = enema nm 


a + 


semen ceric geucmunenine a Re 


pete tah cpm mf 
oe nce 
recaall ae es — 
st 


eee 


J % 


1 


cee ce ry cent nea mame am om 


— 


ee ee 


ae Sn 
oan 
i - <a 
= 
i 
ig 


sagt 


ag 


Lov, 


‘ 


7? 


| eet etait abla 


ee 


Seas See ae —e 


3 


a; 


7, 7 


rr ae 


> ee : ‘ 


ee el 


titan LS CCE I A A 


4 a a Se fae : - Faz 


: . . i ; A 3 3 . 4 ; 
oa : ; : aidan r —_ 5 escent pinnncnnscietneeninae . ebcnrceane atin 
; a _ ~ - a se hr ae ON Ct EN IIRL: rae * - ete a - 
. = - ap mae ee emeemaneememe® a aac en ten et 7 * ; 
ee eal > aitiaaamthteth, daa_eineed Sete mE rey ri e - . : ne : ; ; : : 
_— y . * . . i a i * i . . , Be 4 
; ; ; : : i ; a pe j ; roa arr os it am am tomo -—— Are on ——_— 
7 —e" Faas eT a Ca eran nea a AT by tireaeisieleore sain sompanae : . . 
a Se en : a “ : - ' : 
X , 
, . : 
ee —_ — M L a ew eee 
; - - ee Te oi oe ae heroes ee ne em oan toa te 
> ae a ee are atom nha ae ~ te reel . 
—— ——— : t -— 
; : : 1 t 
; ; : 1 ; 
a Es ' i 4 +} 
: “ ow “~ - poh 4 Ph ene t yaar —— = 
on mata nian saree - a painters < 
tema amet . hans 
} i; ' : ; 2 
esi * = > ia o ° : 
. : 
z - -2.8 ’ - A CA ORO = - “en - a ene - _ ~ 
ie . — re anata <— min or 
‘ : < 5 r ‘ z . 
ue ] a 2 . al J =] 7 
t Ze ; 2. ty . 
; ; se eee aoe Fa Sa aoe Serene cet em Neer ere 
ngs en eS _ “ : : = 
3 - 
4 a 
ss ip wetness “ — ee 
; te , 
: : ne “= ~- — = eh ~~ =-- - 
2 . ~~ Ake “” a. e : 
_- : : 
3 i 
3 
sep - . — “ aac 
os spines bantpurte oe 2 pure - ; : 
— ts iad Ep : ee a ts 
c oe } : oa “i ; . . at : a 
7 By af =i bake t > ; : ae ‘ : H se 
ee t " “ te ; 
‘ “4 , E : : =f 
é s « 4 
f t ; 
: ee i ~ je “ BS F 5 
a - a - = v L 
f : P ? x : is : s : 
S i i} ee, f Z ; ? 4 : 
: - $ Poel % - = wv 
Es nee ‘ i : ~ 7 
- “ > t% vs 
i Rs ion, 
q « 
“ iy § : 
j 
~~ . en ini cae ~ vo ~ — oo - - 
af ion 


CAUSES OF DEATH AT DIFFERENT PERIODS OF LIFE DURING 1972 IN THE DULVERTON RURAL DISTRICT 
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DULVERTON RURAL De Se Me MCh Ten nCnOnueNa Cian 


Report of the Public Health Inspector & Surveyor for the year 1972. 


ParkiebehwAl Col 


Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in submitting herewith my 15th Annual Report upon the work 
undertaken by the Public Health Department during 1972. 


The text and accompanying statistics contained in the report again give 
indication of the wide and varied nature of the duties undertaken. The report 
includes the information required in accordance with instructions contained in 
Circular 1/73 issued by the Department of Health and Social Secubity. 


Much time was again spent during the year on work in connection with house 
Improvement Grants and it will be seen from the text that the total mumber of 
Grants made was more than double that of the previous year. A considerable 
amount of time had also to be spent on works associated with Local Government 


Re-Organisation and these factors together with pressure of other works including 


the increased number of planning applications severely restricted the amount of 
time which could be spent on routine Environmental Health matters. 


In conclusion may I express my thanks to all members of the Council and in 
particular to the Chairman of the Council, and the Chairman of the Public Health 
and Housing Committees for their help and consideration. I am indebted also to 
all officers and staff of the Council and in particular to the staff of my own 
Department for their valuable cooperation and assistance throughout the year. 


I am, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant. 
RJ. ORGAN. 


Public Health Inspector & Surveyor. 
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blic Health Inspector's Report for the year ended 31st December 1972 


| The total number of inspections and visits made during the year amourrted to 
| 39 and the details below indicate the multifarious nature of these duties. 


FERAL SANITATION 


Fsits in connection with Water Supplies (main and private supplies) 286 
sits in connection with drainage of Private Buildings 23 
wage Works 114 
weable Dwellings (Caravans,Tents etc) ny 

orcement of Petroleum Regulations 34 
blic Conveniences 35 
ood Prevention Works 4 
ctories Jal 

ices, Shops etc. 9 
fuse Collection and Disposal(including Litter Collection and control) 90 
dent Control 1 

erel Nuisance and Complaints Al 

sits in connection with removal of Abandoned Vehicles 

ivic Amenities Act) 13 

scellaneous Public Health Matters 29 
Constructional Works (Local Authority) 90 

1 Constructional Works (Enforcement of Building Regulations at 
ivate Sites etc. 373 
SING 

tine Inspections of Council Houses 47 
sits in connection with repair and maintenance of Council Houses 180 
estigation of Improvement Grant applications etc. 54 


SPECTION OF MEAT AND OTHER FOODS 


al Meat Inspection Visits a2 

tine visits shops and other establishments 

| Enforcement of Food Hygiene Regulations eZ IRE ee eee 
| Total = L515 15 IEE ends 
snc 


() Council Houses 


No new Council Houses were erected during the year but the following 
siheme, all of which were originally contained in the 1971 programme, but not 
fimenced, were approved by the Department of the Environment for inclusion in the 
Giancil's 1972 Housing programme; 


Pixton Way - Phase 2, Stage 2. 5 dwellings. 
Bridgetown 3 dwellings. 


q Work on the erection of four dwellings at Ash Lane Winsford which was commenced 
the Autumn of 1971 had still not been completed at the end of 1972 although the 

; al completion date conteined in the Contract was for July 1972. Serious diffi- 

vies were again encountered in obtaining Tenders within Ministry yardstick figures, 
gxoblem which is apparently no longer confined to the Dulverton Rural District but 
idly becoming a national problem. 


Two Council Houses in Amory Road Dulverton were sold during the year and the 
Bails of properties owned by the Council as at the 31st December 1972 were as follows; 
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Pre 1939 type houses 76 


Post 1945" " 98 
Two bedroom Bungalows 78 
Old Persons Bungalows 

with Warden Service 2 
Shop and Flat i 


Barnsclose Farm, Dulverton it 


Total = we TAS Si Mis 


A scheme for the proposed modernisation of two dwellings at Nicholas Close 
Brushford was prepared during the year and was intended as a pilot scheme prior to 
the carrying out of modernisation work on all pre 1939 type dwellings. Tenders were 
invited ‘but none were received and the scheme had therefore to be postponed. The 
final Contract for the re-wiring and/or the provision of additional electrical 
points at Council Houses was completed during the year and all Council dwellings 
throughout the district now have adequate electrical installations. 


} Private Housing and Action under the Housing Acts 


A total of 10 private dwellings were erected during the year, this being a 
decrease of one over the previous year but still above the average for the past 
10 years. 


& further 12 dwellings were in course of erection at the 31st December 1972. 


No formal action was taken in respect of unfit properties under the Housing 
Act of 1957. Due to pressure of other works further survey work to ascertain 
housing conditions in the area was not possible but as soon as conditions permit 
it is considered most essential that some preliminary survey at least is undertaken 
of the area to bring up to date housing records and to ascertain precisely the 
number of houses which are still lacking modern amenities and where necessary that 
action should be taken under the Housing Acts to prevent any still unfit proper- 
ties being occupied without some form of re-conditioning. 


No new cases of overcrowding were reported or discovered during the year. 


) Grants by Local Authorities to Private Owners 


The full impact af the extensive publicity given by the Government to the 
aveilability of increased Improvement Grants in intermediate and development 
areas Was felt during the year when as will be seen from the following table the 
total number of applications compared with the previous year was more than doubled, 
as also were the total number approved. 
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RECEIVED APPROVED 
Applications No. of Applications No. of 
Dwellings Dwellings 

os sss er ee Se eK © e+ ee 
- Improvement 36 36 30 30 

Grants 
. Standard 7 Tl Hl fi 

Grants 
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Grants 
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WARER SUPPLY 


Public Supplies 


Nine out of the eleven Villages within the district are provided with a 
public supply by the West Somerset Water Board..A few properties at Oldways End and 
in the Parish of Brushford are served by the North Devon Water Board. Water for 
each supply is obtained from local spring sources, each with its own independent 
distribution system. The majority of these supplies now have small treatment 
plants attached and the quality of water supplied was generally satisfactory. In 
cases where samples did not conform to the rather high standard required then 
follow up samples were taken after corrective treatment had been applied. 


The majority of samples taken by the department were again analysed by the 
West Somerset Water Board, others were submitted to the Public Health Laboratory 
or to the County Public Analyst. Results of samples taken for bacteriological 
examination are as follows:- 


SUPPLY Total No. No. found No. found 
of samples Satisfactory unsatisfactory 

Dulverton and Brushford 26 26 - 
Dulverton (Jury, Road) 14 14 = 
Brompton Regis v2 ue, - 
Huish Chempflower 14 13 at 
Bridgetown ay 16 al 
Winsford 21 16 5 
Skilgate 14 8 6 
Exford ef ATL - 
Withypool 14 14 ~ 

149 136 a3 


The total number of samples taken from mains supplies during 1972 showed an 
increase of 27 over the previous year. Sampling is undertaken on a routine basis 
to ensure as far as possible that each public supply is sampled at least once a 
month. In addition samples were taken for chemical cxaminations and a summary 
of the results obtained by the public analyst is set out in appendix i of this 
report. No complaints of shortages were received dming the year from areas 
supplied by the Board. 


Of the 1,600 properties within the area, approximately 884 are connected 
to a mains supply, details for each respective Parish being as follows;- 


PARISH Total No. of No. connected to Estimated 


properties iInains supply population 
served by 


Nains supply 


Exmoor 73 - - 

Exford 153 82 300 
Withypool oF 48 150 
Winsford 137 66 210 
Exton Hat 14 40 
Dulverton 560 450 1410 
Brushf ord 171 131 390 
Brompton Regis 2 Al 110 
Skilgate 39 iy) 55 


Huish Champflower (2 33 100 
1600 884 2765 


a a a 


A scheme for the extension of the existin i i 
i § mains supply at Bridgetown to 
erve the Village of Exton was undertaken by the West Somerset Water Board 
oi the year and most of the houses in Exton were then connected to the mains 
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Private Supplies 


Approximately 700 properties throughout the district, mostly outlying 
farms, houses and cottages rely upon small private supplies, sometimes serving 
one property. The source of such supplies is usually from springs or shallow 
wells and there is seldom any form of treatment. A total of 82 samples were 
collected during the year from private supplies and where necessary owners were 
advised of remedial action necessary to improve the quality of these supplies. 


MOVEABLE DWELLINGS 


The Caravan Club Site at the rear of Exmoor House, Dulverton, accommodating 
up to 50 Caravans continued tin use under the supervision of a resident warden. 
The site is occupied during the summer months only and the high standard of main- 
tenance experienced in previous years Was again found throughout the season. 


Sites at Exford and Vinsford were licensed for tents and caravans respect- 
ively and routine inspections made during the year revealed that satisfactory 
standards were being maintained and that the Conditions of Licence were being 
complied with. A mumber of Sites throughout the district were granted certifi- 
cates of exemption by authorised organizations end inspection of such sites re- 
vealed that satisfactory standards were being maintained. Several sites throughout 
the district were used for occasional camping but it is believed that the major- 
ity of these were used within the limits available under the various planning 
Acts and Public Health Acts whereby sites could be used for limited periods 
without planning permission or licenses. The scattered nature of the area how- 
ever made it difficult for accurate checks to be made on the amount of use of some 
of these Sites. No complaints were received as to the condition of any camping 
site within the area. 


The demane for camping and caravan sites in this tourist area has increased 
considerably in recent years and much more attention must be paid in the future 
to the inspection and general control of both licensed and unlicensed sites. 


SEVERAGE AND DRAINAGE 


Sewerage systems are now provided by the Council to serve the Villages 
of Brushford, Dulverton, Exford, \Jinsford and Bridgetown and brief details of 
these schemes are as follows;- 


% * * * * * 
BRUSHFORD 

Estimated total population of Parish 458 

Estimated No. of properties connected to system 105 

Estimated population served by system Syl) 


A small sewage disposal works built in the mid 1930's serves the Village 

of Brushford. The works consist of tivo settlement tanks, dosing siphon, perco- 
lating gravity filter, humus tanks and sludge beds. There is virtually no spare 
capacity on these works and any further major building project at Brushford would 
obviously require enlargement of the Sewage Disposal \orks. In connection with 
the revised proposals for a new Sewage Disposal Works for Dulverton the Consult- 
ing Engineers were instructed to give a report which would allow for a new Sewage 
Disposal Works to serve both Dulverton and Brushford and at the end of the year 
considerable progress was being made in connection with the preparation of such 

a report. Such scheme iff proceeded with would allow for the existing Sewage Works 
at Brushford to be abandoned. 


DULVERTON 
Esttmated total population of Parish 1346 
Estimated No. of Properties connected to system 335 
Estimated population served by system 1080 
= el 
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The existing works built in approximately 1922 and modernised in the late 

1930's continued in use during the year. A@ditional time wes again spent by 

the Council's direct labour force in maintaining these works and as a result the 
effluent samples were reasonavly satisfactory. The Devon River Authority have 

on a number ofoocasions . intimated that there shovld be no appreciable develop- 
ment in Dulverton until these works have been replaced and the Consulting Engin- 
eers made further progress on the preparation of documents for a replacement Sew- 
age Disposal Works together with an extension of certain sewers within Dulverton. 
Arising however from the unsatisfactory test borings which were made in connection 
with the proposal to provide a new Sewage Disposal Works on a site adjoining the 
existing works it was resolved that this scheme ghovld be abandoned in favour of 
a proposal to provide a new Sewage Disposal Works on a site in the Brushford/Exe 
bridge area which would serve both Dulverton and Brushford. Ibvestigat&ons were 
being made at the end of the year as to the location of a suitable site. 


EXPFORD * * *% % 
Estimated total population of Parish 452 
astimeted No. of properties connected to system 51 
Estimated population served by ststem 190 


The works built during the 1930's are almost identical to those at Brushford, 
Here again there is no spare capacity and flows into the works are on occasions 
in excess of design capacity due to an influx of summer visitors and during the 
winter months due to a certain amount of surface water infiltration. Careful 
and regular maintenance again caused effluent samples to be reasonably satis- 
factory but it is anticipated that the works will have to be replaced by a mod- 
em type of packaged sewage treatment plant during the next 5 years. 


st * + * 
WINSFORD 
Estimated total population of Parish 296 
Estimated No. of properties connected to system Ave 
Estimated population served by system 190 


Some difficulties were experienced during the year in maintaining reasonable 
standards from these works which were provided only 4 or 5 years ago and despite 
detailed study and examination by both the River Authority and the Council's 
Consulting Engineers the exact cause of the samples not being up to the Royal 
Commission standard could not be accurately defined. From our experience with 
this type of Sewage Treatment Plant which consists of a large capacity septic 
tank, dosing syphon, percolating filter and humus tank there can be little doubt 
many advattages are to be found in the modern type of packaged treatment plant 
Similar to that installed at Bridgetown. 


* * a 
BRIDGETOWN 

Estimated total population of Parish 193 

Estimated No. of properties connected to system 27 

Estimated population served by system 70 


The packaged sewage treatment plant provided in 1970 continued to work 
satisfactorily and all but about one of the properties in the Village of Bridge- 
town are now connected to this scheme. Considerable interest in this modern 
type of sewage treatment plant consisting of e contact stabilisation process 
hes been shown by a number of interested bodies and there can be little doubt 
that this type of plant provides a fairly economical solution to the problem of 
sewage disposal for small communities. 
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In addition to the principal works listed above, the Council also maintain 
certein old systems at Oldways End and Brompton Regis in. addition to the small 
septic tank installations serving small Council House estates. 


Further progress was made during the year on the preparation of documents 
for a new Sewerage & Sewage Disposal Scheme to serve the Village of Brompton 
Regis and for the extension of sewers at Exton and Tenders for both of these 
schemes were expected to be invited early in 1973. Further progress Wes also 
made by the Consulting Engineers on the preparation of documents in connection 
with Sewerage and Sewage Disposal Schemes to serve the Villages of Huish Champ- 
flower, Skilgate and Withypool. 


Numerous statistics were prepared during the ycar for transmission to the 
Working Party and Steering Committee formed in conncetion with the proposed new 
Regional Water Authority which is likely to come into being on the lst April 1974. 
After this date that Authority are likely to become responsible for sewerage & 
Sewage Disposal functions although it is anticipated that responsibility for 
maintenance of Sewers will be handed back to the new District Authorities under 
an agency agreement. 


REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL 


Regular collections of household refuse were made from the majority of 
premises within the district and only a few very isolated premises are not 
covered by this service. Minor adjustments werc made to various routes during 
the course of the year in order to incorporate collections from additional 
premises. Frequency of collection varied from once weekly to once fortnightly. 
Only one Refuse Collection vehicle is owned by the Authority and some difficulty 
is from time to time experienced in maintaining this vehicle to the high stand- 
ards now required by various pieces of legislation. 


All refuse collected was again taken to the central depot at Dulverton 
where after sorting and incineration the residue is taken to a tip at Hawkwell 
Lane Oldways lind which has now been in use for about 8 years. The incinerators 
at the Millhams Lane deppt are becoming rather worn and the whole question of 
Refuse Disposal facilities within this area must be reviewed at an early date 
by the new District Council. Tipping space at Oldways End for which planning 
permission is currently available will last approximately only another 6 or 8 
months but a further application for planning permission will be submitted early 
in 1973 to extend the area which should have possible capacity for another 2 or 
3 years. 


Daily sweeping of the streets at Dulverton was continued as also was the 
emptying of Litter Baskets on Exmoor during the summer months. Contributions 
in respect of both of these services are received from the Somerset County Council. 


Practically no complaints were received in connection with the operation 
of the Refuse Collection service which once agein reflects credit to the employ- 
ees engaged in this department. 
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No new public conveniences were erected during the year either by this 
Council or by the  xmoor National Park Committee and the five public conveniences 
Within the district continued in use these being situated at Dulverton (2) Wins- 
ford, Exford and Tarr Steps. Regular cleansing and maintenance is carried 
out by direct labour but with the very heavy use of these public conveniences 
during the peak summer season future maintenance and cleansing may have to be 
reviewed particularly in the case of the toilets at Tarr Steps. 


COMMON LODGING HOUSES 


There are no comnon Lodging Houses within the area. 
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INSPECTION OF MEAT AND OTHER FOODS AND FOOD PREMISES 
(a) Food Hygiene (General) Regulations. 


The pressure of other works and the shortage of qualified additional 
staff prevented as Much, time being spent on routine Food Hygiene work as one 
would have desired. At least one visit was made to all food premises during 
the course of the year when the standards of hygiene and cleanliness were found 
to be generally reasonably satisfactory. In one or tio cases however the atten- 
tion of ewners had to be drawn to unsatisfactory conditions which were noticed 
particularly at peak periods and in a few cases the owners were advised that 
general re-modelling of kitchens was considered necessary ‘in order to comply with 
the requirements of the regulations and to bring them up to modern standards. 


The number of food premises in the district in their respective classi- 
fications is as follows;3- 


(a) Grocers and General Stores alivf 
1) Butchers 2 
(c Balkenouses all 
(a) Cafes and Restaurants 6 
(e) Hotels and other Catering Establishments 2 
(f) School Kitchens 8 
(g) Confectioners 1 
(h) Youth Hostel 1 

(é) Licensed Premises and Clubs CO iri, eal 
Total = Bit 

(b) Schedule of Food Premises subject to Food Hygiene (General) Regulations. 
(i) Total No. of premises 57 
(Gp) Wo. of premises fitted to comply with Reg,16. Oi 
(isan) No. of premises to which Reg. 19 applies AA 
(iv) No. of premises fitted to comply with Reg.19 AA. 


(c) Ice-Cream 


No properties are registered for the manufacture of Ice-Cream. 
24 premises are registered for the storage and sale of Ice-Cream. 


(a) Meat and Other Foods 


Two small private slaughter-houses at Dulverton are licensed. One was 
used throughout the year but no animals were slaughtered at the premises licensed 
at Millhams Lane. 


Regular visits were made to both licensed slaughter-houses by the ‘ 
Divisional Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and rood. 
With only one slaughter-houge in use the number of animals killed locally showed 
a decrease from previous years. Details of animals inspected and the amount of 
meat found unfit were as follows;- 


Bovines Calves Sheep Pigs Horses 


Number Killed al Nien AS 13 NIL 
Number Inspected as NIL 49 gu} NIL 

Weight of Meat Condemned in lbs. 

For: ~ 

(a) Tuberculosis NIL iNjae) INARI ANE) TIEN 

(b) Cysticerosis NIL TEI) NTE YEH INET Contimea 


. bovines Calves Sheep Figs Horses 
¥(c) Other sei NIL 3 NIL NIL 


Inspections were also made of various other foodstuffs when called upon 
to do so and the following items were condemned as unfit;- 


6 lbs tinned meat. 
34 packages of various frozen foodstuffs. 


(e) There are no poultry processing establishments within the area. 


4 (2) Milk 


No. of registered distributors (other than produce retailers) 4 
No. of registercd dairy premises (other than dairy ferms) it 


Routine sampling wes undertaken by the County Authority from distributors 
throughout the district and the results of samples obtained were as follows;- 


Pasteurised Wished Untreated 
Sat. Unsat. Sat. Unsat. Sat. Unsat. 
10 ag a - 30 3 


§ RODENT CONTROL 


Rodent Control works Were combined with Sewage Works maintenance and the 
two man team carry out treatments and make the necessary inspections to fulfil 
the Local Authorities functions under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act. 
Revenue from Rodent Contracts during the yeer amounted to approximately £550. 


OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAIL AY PREMISES 


The number of premises registered under the above Act as at 31st December 
1972 was as follows:- 


é : - / t M 
Premises No. Registered / Persons Employed 


Offices 2 2a 
Retail Shops 20 56 
Wholesale Depts. 1 11 
Catering Establishments ff 56 
Fuel storage depots i : 5) 


Total = 3h 149 


SY nt ed 


A total of 41 visits were made to registered establishments during the year 
and conditions were generally found to be satisfactory, only informal action 
being necessary in one or two cases. 
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nPiCULALS Gi vhs ADHINSTRALION OF THe FaCPORIBS ACT, 1961 


PART 1 CF THS act 


1. -— INSPsCTIONS for the purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections 
made by Public Health Inspectors). 


(on O Od 600 SCORES SIAR REE ROTOR MAR nmi Rian: SURE JUNE eri eatse us hve l. Winyey MM at oly amet! bola ae nae RI 
. beeecreee ele iuMb ex Ot doebece Jes aaous 

Number : Inspections: fritten : Occupiers : 

ton : Notices : Prosecuted: 

Premises Register: : 
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(1) Factories in which : 
sections 1,2,3,4, end 6 : : 
are to be enforced i 
by Local Authorities STU 2 - - 
i eee eeewocrssccececrescesececesccrcece cies ecerceeeed 
(ii) Factories not included in 
(1) in which Section 7 is 
eniorced vy Local : : 
Authority 2 9 = ss 
a re ee ee ee 2 
(iii) Other premises in vhich : 
Section 7 is enforced by 
the Local Authority 
(excluding out=.orkers : : 
premises). : - - 2 - : - 
TOTAL ‘ 14 ia - = 


6 . D * 
COSHH ECOSHEHOHSCOCHCHOHOAOOHHOCHSOKCTCOHOHOH FOES CHOKDOMDTCEOCHOOOOCEHEOCHOH HO OOEOHOOCHOHOHOKOETHO OF OBSEOAEGOCOCERe 


2e Cases in which Defects were found:- 
5560000005000 000 BODO CO OUOGU OCOD MOU OUD GOO OO0UCD JOCURCODCOOOUOUU DOO ORUOON CON OCDOOCO OOO T SS 
Number of cases in which Number of 
: defects were found ‘cases in which 
SWeRape os ad svahehslelobetat ohells agent Hit bee cmaphe oeNe alan oe» Prosecutions 
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2 Referred were instituted: 
: Found ~— Remedied To Holi. ‘i By HM. 
Inspector Inspector 


Want of Cleanliness eed 1 i cea 1 - 
Overcrowding a SMEG ROS - ~ 
Unreasonable Temperature - cs cas - - 
Inadequate Ventilation : - ae rN ais : = nice 
Ineffective drainage of : : 
floors aS Ue Bo = : = 
Sanitary Conveniences : : : 
(a) Insuffiekent sua a - SP em 1 : - 
b) Unsuitable or | : ; 
defective camel! af SS - i: - 
(c) Not separate for : 4 
sexes ais Dt yom OP bigs = See 
Cther offences against : : :t 
the Act (not including : Q 
offences relating to : : 3 
Out-Work) Set) ke eal a i os ss 
TOTAL ce poud me is i 2 es ibe 
ee 1 cs cic co 2.0. ails) e) sla/e\e\e elelels sie c)c)elelete'e! c\e\ele'siclc\eie0/6 ¢ 8) e010 010/0)0elvin's/6 coop cainiesie see: 


Pah? V111l OF THE ACT - OCutworkers (Sections ye ererel 134) 


No. of Out-workers in August list required by Section 133(1)(c)-.--...1 
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